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NOTES ON THE HEMIPTERA OF THE HAWAIIAN 
ISLANDS. 

By Bev. T. Blackburn, B.A. 

( Communicated by Hon. W. Macleay , F.L.S. ) 

In my collection of Hemiptera from the Hawaiian Islands there 
are a few species that it seems desirable to describe of which I 
have only a single specimen in sufficiently good condition to be 
treated as the type of a species, and a few which occurred to me 
only immediately before my departure from the islands, when I 
had not time to examine them. I propose now to furnish 
descriptions of some of these, together with remarks on certain 
other species that it is not practicable for me to name on the 
existing material, and some general observations. 

SCTJTATINA. 

In this family uEchalia is the predominant form. It is 
extremely abundant on various trees (especially Aleurites) at 
almost all elevations exceeding 1000 feet above the sea. I see 
Dr. White (Ann. and Mag. of Nat. Hist., May, 1878) considers 
that I have sent him two species ( patruelis , Stal, paciRca , Stal). 
I do not feel very fully satisfied myself on this point. It is 
difficult to obtain two precisely similar specimens of the genus; 
and though T was at first disposed to believe the species 
numerous, I ended by being unable to divide them at all. How- 
ever, 1 bow to superior authority. I have a single specimen from 
the north-east of Hawaii — a very much narrower and more 
parallel insect than the common one — which seems distinct ; but 
it is mutilated and unfit for description, and, moreover, may bo 
jE. grisea , Burm., (of which I have not seen the description). 
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Of Goleotichus I have a mutilated specimen taken from a 
spider’s web on Konahuanui, Oahu, at an elevation of some 2000 
feet, which appears to be distinct from C. Blackburnice . White. 
It is more elongate, with the surface of the thorax uneven, but 
is not fit to describe fully. 

Between Geotomus subtristis , White, and G. jucundus , White, 
I can find only colour differences. The two occur in company, 
and form, in my opinion, only one species. 

LYGJE1NA. 

I have three specimens, not in first-class condition, of what I 
believe to be Dysdercus Peruvictnus. They were obtained singly 
by sweeping ferns at a considerable elevation on the Waianae 
Mountains, Oahu, and Haleakala, Maui. 

Nysius. 

A r . lonyicollis, sp.nov. Augustus, nec nitidus, pallide griseo- 
testaceus ; antennarum articulo primo, et pedibus, nigro maculatis ; 
antennarum articuli secundi apice et articulis 3-4 totis, capitis 
lateribus, vitta transversali post thoracis marginem anteriorem, 
scutelli parte media, et corii margine apicali (partim) vittisque 
duabus discoidalibus, nigrescentibus ; membrana nigro-umbrata* 
Subtus griseo-niger ; antennis sat brevibus ; capite pronoto 
scutelloque densius nec fortiter punctulatis ; pronoto antice sat 
fortiter augustato, longitudine latitudini sequali. Long. 44 mm. 

Allied to my Nysius no, 72 (in the hands of Dr. White), as 
regards the shape of the pronotum. There is a broad transverse 
band (which is somewhat enlarged backwards about its centre) of 
a blackish colour. The middle part of the apical margin of the 
corium is broadly blackish, and two broad blackish fasciae proceed 
from this blackish margin along the disc to a little past the middle 
of the corium. The nervures are of a pale brown colour. The 
beak is shorter than in Nysius no. 72, the distance of its apex from 
the front margin of the eyes being not greater than that from the 
front margin of the eyes to the back of the head. 


BY REV. T. BLACKBURN. 


345 


My specimen is a male ; it occurred on Oahu, but the particu- 
lars of its capture have been lost. 

W. Mauiensis, sp.nov. Oblongus, nitidus, glaber, testaceo-ebur- 
neus, nigro et fusco maculatus ; antennis brevibus, articulo ultimo 
incrassato ; capite obscure punctulato nec ruguloso ; pronoto trans- 
verso parce fortiter punctulato, margine antico quam margo posticus 

breviore ; scutello fortiter 3-radiatim carinato ; corii clavique 
venis marginibus et maculis nonnullis magnis confusis fusco- 
nigris; membrana conspicue fusco-umbrata; corii marginis costalis 
parte quarta basali recta. Long. 5 mm. 

This iusect is allied to JV. arboricola , White, from which it 
differs as follows. The antennae are evidently shorter with the 
apical joint more thickened ; and they are much more conspicu- 
ously variegated in colour, each joint (except the last) having several 
strongly contrasted rings of colour, — black, testaceous, or ivory 
white. The head is black, and very smooth as compared with that 
of arboricola , a conspicuous line of ivory yellow runs down the 
beak, and another surrounds each eye. The thorax is so mottled 
with colour as to be difficult to describe, but it does not much 
differ from that of arboricola , except in having the limits of its 
colours more sharply defined and the punctuation even more 
irregular than in that species, for it consists of about five distinct 
wavy lines of punctures somewhat interrupted here and there, 
among which there are many shining glabrous spaces. The 
corium is considerably more strongly and extensively clouded with 
fuscous than in arboricola , and the membrane bears a single very 
conspicuous and broad dark fuscous stain which runs from the 
base to the apex. • [I may observe here that in some of my speci- 
mens of arboricola the membrane is marked with five or six 
obscure pale fuscous clouds of which none are entire and some are 
much shortened, — a character not mentioned in Dr. White’s 
description]. The elytra have the peculiar shape noticed in those 
of N. Blackbnrni , White. The femora are very distinctly black- 
spotted, and the tibia? and tarsi are conspicuously ringed with 
dark fuscous. 
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My single specimen (taken on Haleakala, Maui, at an elevation 
of about 4500 feet) is a male, and I do not notice that it differs in 
any conspicuous way on the underside from the same sex of N. 
cirboricola. White, 

iV. JVhitei, sp.nov. Oblongus, nitidus,glaber,rufo-testaeeus fusco- 
maculatus ; antennis tnediocribus ; capite vix punctulato, obscure 
transversim rugato ; pronoto transverso parce fortiter punctulato, 
antice angustato ; scutello fortiter 3-radiatim carinato ; corii et 
clavi venis rufo-brunneis, hujus margine apicali infuscato, illius 
trimaculato 3 membrana juxta mediam basin infuscata 3 femoribus 
posticis ccnspicue fusco cingulatis; corpus subtus nigrum rufo- 
notatum. Long. 3f mm. 

This insect is another ally of W. arboricola , White, though it is 
very differently coloured. The legs and antennae are uniformly 
reddish-yellow, except the hind femora, which have a broad con- 
spicuous dark fuscous ring near the apex. The rest of the upper 
surface is of a yellowish-brown colour, somewhat varying in shade 
and with the following dark fuscous markings, viz M an obscure 
longitudinal line on each side of the beak, a spot at each posterior 
angle (and another at the middle of the base) of the thorax, the 
apical margin of the clavus, three spots along the apical margin of 
the corium, a spot near the middle of the basal margin of the 
membrane, and a scarcely traceable cloud extending from near the 
base of the membrane to the apex. The head is almost absolutely 
glabrous. The underside is black, — the margins (broadly), and 
some marks near the hind margins of the apical segments, being 
red. The apical segments of the hind body are not notably emar- 
ginate behind. 

Differs from N. Mccuiensis, inter alia by its much longer an tennm 
of which the apical joint is but little incrassated. 

A single $) example was obtained by beating flowers at an 
elevation of about 4000 feet on Mauna Loa, in the month of 
February. 
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Metrarga. 

M. contract a, sp.nov. Sat elongata, fusco-brunnea, testaceo- 
marmorata; an tennis, pedibnsque elongatis ; capite sat crebre 
punctulato ; pronoto trans verso fortius inter rupte punctulato, 
angulis anticis rotundatis ; scutello punctulato ; eorii marginis 
costalis parte basali recta. Long. 9 mm. 

This fine insect rather closely resembles M. nuda> White, in 
general appearance. The markings are very similar, save that 
the corium and membrane have a somewhat less mottled appear- 
ance ; the legs, antennae, and rostrum are all longer ; the punc- 
turation is somewhat finer throughout ; and the thorax is without 
the anterior spines, and is evidently shorter. The most striking 
character, however, is the straightness of the basal part of the 
costal margin of the corium, the arched dilatation commencing at 
a distance from the base equal to about a fifth of the length of 
the whole costal margin. This gives the insect, when the elytra 
are in repose, a peculiar contracted appearance in the middle. 

I do not observe any remarkable character on the underside of 
my specimen — which is a female — but I observe that in the 
female of M. nuda , White, (which sex I was unable to send to 
Dr. White), the penultimate ventral segment is rather strongly 
emarginate (in a rounded manner) behind. 

This species occurred among decayed leaves, &c., on Kona- 
huanui, Oahu, at an elevation of about 2500 feet. 

M. obscu?'a , sp.nov. Ovalis, sordide fusco-brunnea testaceo- 
marmorata ; an tennis, pedib usque mediocribus ; capite prothor- 
aceque confertim nec fortiter punctulatis ; hoc antice utrinque 
acute spinoso ; scutello profunde punctulato; corii margine 
costali regulariter arcuato. Femime abdominis segmento pen- 
ultimo postice vix emarginato. Long. 8 mm. 

This species is closely allied to M. nuda , White, but appears to 
be really distinct by the following characters : — the colour is 
more obscure, the puncturation finer and closer, the apical joint 
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of the antennse entirely of a more or less dark fuscous colour, and 
the penultimate segment of the hind body is much less emarginate 
behind in the female. 

A few specimens occurred among vegetable refuse on Mauna 
Loa, Hawaii, at an elevation of about 4000 feet above the sea. 

N.B. — 1 possess a single specimen of Metrarga from Kauai 
which appears to me to be so close to M. nuda , White, that I 
hesitate to treat it as distinct. At the same time I feel little 
doubt (on the sexual characters alone) that it is distinct, for my 
specimen (which is a £) has the penultimate ventral segment 
scarcely emarginate. 

CAPSINA. 

The Capsinct are, comparatively speaking, rather plentiful in 
the Hawaiian Islands. I possess upwards of forty species, of 
which I have not been able to send much more than a dozen to 
Dr. White. Unfortunately these are among the frailest of 
insects, and a great many of my species are represented by single 
types, some of them in inferior condition. From collecting 
expeditions I was usually obliged to bring home most of my 
captures unmounted, in sawdust, and the Capsina often suffered. 
The obscurity and difficulty of this group are so great that I 
think an entomologist who has not made them a special object of 
study would be more likely to hinder than assist future workers 
if he attempted to deal with them in print, and I act on this 
opinion by passing on without further remark to the 

ANTHOCORINA. 

This group is not richly represented, as far as I have observed, 
in the Hawaiian Archipelago. Acanthia lectularia , Linn., is dis- 
tressingly abundant, and the species of Cardiastethis are not 
uncommon. (I have a single specimen of an insect allied to 
C. sodaliSj White, which is probably new, but I shall not venture 
to describe it). The single species of Lilia and the two of Dilasia 
are not infrequently met with in beating branches of trees on the 


BY REV. T. BLACKBURN. 


349 


higher mountains, - though I do not actually possess a great 
number of specimens. I have also a single specimen of a pretty 
little species of Anthocorina taken on Oahu which does not seem 
to fit into any described genus known to me, but I think the safer 
plan is to let it alone for the present. 

E M E S I D M . 

Ploiariodes. 

P. rubromaculata , sp.nov. Grisea, fusco maculata; antennis, 
pedibus hemelytrisque dilutioribus, his griseo (ante apicem rubro) 
maculatis, illis fusco-nigro annulatis; pronoto inaequali postice 
obscure bituberculato. £ Long. 5 J mm. 

Of a rather uniform grey colour, the antennae and legs paler 
marked with conspicuous blackish rings. The hemelytra are 
whitish, thickly mottled over their whole surface with small grey 
blotches, givingthem the appearance of being grey with a network 
of white veins. Near the apex of the costal margin of the mem- 
brane is a very small and very bright red spot. The hind wings are 
dull transparent grey in colour. The surface of the thorax is uneven 
having several obscure longitudinal ridges, the two most notice- 
able of which each terminate posteriorly in an indistinct tubercle ; 
these tubercles are very much smaller and less conspicuous than 
those in P. Whitei , mihi. 

A single specimen of this very distinct little insect was beaten 
from a species of Ohia at an elevation of about 4000 feet on 
Manna Loa, Hawaii. 

I have a mutilated £ specimen of this insect, or a close ally, 
taken on one of the mountains near Honolulu. Beyond the 
pilosity of the antennae (doubtless a sexual character), I cannot find 
any but slight colour distinctions from the Hawaiian specimen, 
viz., that the red spot on the hemelytra is larger and paler, and 
that some of the costal markings are of a darker colour. 
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P. pulchra , sp.nov. Fusca, griseo et rufo-brunneo maculata ; 
antennis fusco annulatis ; pedibus albidis nigro annulatis ; 
hemelytris albidis fusco maculatis ; capitis et prothoracis parte 
posteriori, et scutello toto, lsete rufo-brunneis ; pronoto cana- 
liculato, postice elevato vix tubercnlato. £ Long. 5^ mm. 

This is an extremely pretty species but very difficult to describe 
owing to the diversity of its colours. The underside is of a rather 
fuscous colour with the margins of the abdominal segments paler. 
The head is of an obscure fuscous colour shading off behind into 
bright red-brown ; the front half of the thorax is quite blackish, 
the hinder half bright red-brown ; the antennae are whitish-fuscous 
with obscure fuscous rings ] the legs are almost white with rings 
nearly black in colour. The basal half of the hemelytra is pale 
fuscous mottled with darker shades of the same colour ; the apical 
half of a clear snowy white tint, mottled with fuscous in such 
manner that there is a strongly angulated transverse broad white 
fascia about the middle of the hemelytron, followed by a mottled 
space about double as broad ; beyond this is another transverse 
white fascia which is broad on the two opposite margins and 
irregularly contracted (almost to disappearance) in the middle ; 
and again beyond this fascia the apex of the hemelytron is much 
mottled with fuscous. The thorax is peculiarly shaped, the plane 
of its upper surface being inclined backward and upward from 
the horizontal ; a corresponding (but reversed) formation of the 
scutellum compensates for this peculiarity of the thorax, and 
brings the base of the hind body into about the same plane as the 
head. The thorax has a distinct longitudinal channel. Its hind 
margin is peculiar and difficult to describe ; it is not tuberculated 
but appears to be strongly trisinuate, the external portions of this 
sinuation in some aspects looking like small tubercles. This 
sinuation is of the extreme hind margin, — almost on the hinder 
face above the scutellum, — so that when looked at from the level 
of the head and in front it is hidden, and the thorax appears 
truncate behind. 
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A single specimen was taken by beating branches of trees in one 
of the numerous ravines on Konahuanui, Oahu, at an elevation of 
about 2000 feet above the sea. 

N.B. — I may add that I have mutilated (possibly immature) 
specimens, apparently of two distinct species of this group, both 
taken among damp decaying leaves near a waterfall on Oahu. The 
length of leg and antenna in these is most extraordinary. With 
a trunk not much above \ in. in length, the span from the apex of 
the hind leg to the apex of the antennse (supposing them extended 
backwards and forwards respectively) would be little less than two 
inches. 

NABINA. 

Nabis. 

N. rubritinctus , sp.nov. Elongatus, rufo-testaceus fusco rufo et 
nigro variegatus ; antennarum articulo primo crasso ; femoribus 
anticis capite prothoracequeconjunctishaudlongioribus; prothorace 
postice qtiam longiori baud latiori, lateribus nulla parte parallelism 
hemelytris alisque abdominis apicein superantibus. Long. 8^ mm. 

This species is rather closely allied to AT. subrufus , Wh., but 
easily distinguished by the structural character mentioned above. 
The general colour of the upper surface is a rather bright testaceous 
yellow, which is tolerably uniform save as follows : — the antennse 
are slightly infuscate near the apex; the femora are rather thickly, 
but not conspicuously, dusted with minute black spots ; the tarsi 
are blackish at the apex ; the collar and the middle part of the 
basal lobe of the thorax have a greenish tinge ; the anterior lobe of 
the thorax has some linear blackish markings (probably variable) 
among which are two semicircles on the base ; the scutellum has 
a very broad rather bright red margin, within which it is black ; 
the nervures of the corium and clavus are obscurely reddish 
becoming near the apex (and along the apical margin) of the corium 
a vivid carmine. The portion of the corium which in repose is 
hidden under the pronotum is nearly black. The membrane is 
infuscate but not spotted. The hind wings are of a smoky black 
colour. The upper surface of the hind body is quite black, save 
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the margins and apex, which are yellow. Of the under side the 
central portion of the breast is black, the remainder clear yellow. 

A single male of this handsome insect occurred on Maui, but I 
regret to find that I have no record of the exact circumstances of 
its capture. 

W. oscillans , sp.nov. Elongatus, obscure rufus, fusco et testaceo 
variegatus ; antennarum articulo primo gracili ; femoribus anticis 
capite prothoraceque conjunctis longioribus ; prothorace postice 
quam longiori vix latiori, lateribus nulla parte parallelism hemelytris 
alisque abdominis apicein superantibus. g Long. 8 mm. 

This insect is somewhat closely allied to N. subrufus , White, 
but is differently coloured and has both the lobes of the prothorax 
considerably and regularly contracted towards the front. The 
colour is an obscure reddish-brown; the antennre are pale testaceous 
with no other markings than an obscure infuscation of the apex of 
the first and second joints. The legs are testaceous, obscurely and 
finely dusted with fuscous, the apex of the femora being obscurely 
infuscate. The apex of the costa of the corium is only slightly 
infuscate. On the underside only the central part of the sternum 
is infuscate, its sides being red with blackish sutures. The upper 
surface of the hind body is infuscate, and the membrane is paler 
than in N. subrufus and less variegated. In other respects it 
resembles it. 

A specimen occurred on Mauna Loa, Hawaii, at an elevation of 
about 4000 feet above the sea : a second specimen taken near the 
same spot, and somewhat smaller, is probably conspeeific. 

N. innotatus , White. This appears to be a widely distributed 
species. From widely separated localities on Oahu, from Maui, 
and from Hawaii I have specimens apparently identical, save that 
in some of them the few markings are darker and better defined 
than in others. In most of them there are a few fuscous spots 
near the apex of the corium which do not appear to exist in the 
specimen I sent to Dr. White, and on which his description was 
founded. 

j\ T . Koelensisy sp.nov. Elongatus, fuscus, nigro et rufo varie- 
gatus ; antennarum articulo primo capite sublongiori ; femoribus 
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anticis capite prothoraceque conjunctis vix longioribus; prothoracis 
roargine postico fortiter bisinuato. $ Long. 8 mm. 

Structurally this insect does not appear to differ much from 
A. subrufus, White, except as follows : — the anterior femora are 
proportionately shorter, and the thorax is strongly bisinuate 
behind. The colour and markings, however, are quite different. 
Of a rather pale fuscous colour, it has numerous confused linear 
markings on the head and anterior lobe of the prothorax, some 
cloudy spots on the collar and posterior lobe of the prothorax, a 
number of conspicuous spots on the corium and clavus, the 
nervines of the membrane and hind wings, the apex of the second 
joint of the antenna?, the apex of the femora, and some fine spots 
on the legs, all deep blackish fuscous. The scutellum is black 
edged with red. The underside is clear testaceous yellow, with 
the centre of the breast, the lateral margins of the hind body, and 
a line down the centre of the apical segments of the hind body 
black. The upper surface of the hind body is of a deep shining 
black colour, with the lateral margins narrowly testaceous. 

A single specimen occurred on Lanai near a place called Koele. 

A. (?) curtipennis , sp.nov. Apterus ; oblongo-ovatus ; pallide 
testaceus fusco vel nigro variegatus ; abdomine supra (segmentis 
apicalibus fuscis exceptis) rufo, infra fusco rufo et testaceo varie- 
gato ; hemelytris abdominis apicem haud attingentibus. 

[Long. 7\ mm. 

Allied to A. (' ?) lusciosus, White. The thorax is thickly 
blotched with blackish colouring, and the legs are conspicuously 
annulated with the same colour. The hemelytra do not quite 
reach the apex of the hind body. 

A single specimen occurred near Waimea, Hawaii. 

SALDINA. 

Salda. 

*S\ Ocihuensis , sp.nov. Opaca ; brevis ; lata ; nigra 3 testaceo 
variegata ; capite pronoti apice latiori ; pronoti lateribus postice 
rotundatis ; antennarum articulo ultimo incrassato, tertio breviore. 

[Long. 3| mm., lat. 2 b mm. 
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This small species is very distinct from any other taken by me. 
The beak is obscurely testaceous ; the head, thorax, and scutellum 
are black without markings, and are very little shining owing to 
their surface being minutely wrinkled. The thorax is strongly 
narrowed anteriorly with a very conspicuous rounded fovea on 
the disc ; the sides of its hinder half are quite evidently 
rounded ; those of the anterior half straight. The clavus is almost 
wholly black (there is a small obscure pale mark near the apex). 
The corium is so variegated as to be very difficult to describe : the 
prevailing colour is a pale testaceous brown, with the nervures 
dark fuscous. Along the costal area the fuscous markings are — 
a small spot near the base, a linear kind of mark before the 
middle, a large conspicuous blotch just beyond the middle, and 
another nearly as large near the apex. The rest of the corium is 
somewhat blotched with deep brown-black (more in one of my 
specimens than in the other), and the pale testaceous colour 
becomes, in places, abruptly almost white. The an tenure are of 
an obscure colour, paler at the base, and their apical joint is 
thickened and shorter than the penultimate. The legs are 
testaceous, their femora, tibiae, and tarsi all being marked with a 
darker colour. The underside is of an obscure blackish colour. 
The peculiar lateral outline of the thorax at once distinguishes 
this species from its known Hawaiian congeners. 

Two specimens occurred near a waterfall several miles from 
Honolulu. 


